[Diaplacental transmission of varicella zoster virus antibodies after chickenpox at the time of birth].
A pregnant woman with post-term birth developed a varicella rash on the day, when birth was to be initiated. The date was then postponed, until varicella zoster virus (VZV) IgG-antibodies could be proved in the mother, so as to allow the child to achieve an adequate diaplacental passive immunisation. Cesarean section was performed on the 7th day after the rash, but a comparison of the child's blood (from the umbilical cord) with the mother's blood showed, that the VZV antibodies developed by the mother during this time were only present in a tenfold reduced amount in the child. Antibodies to herpes simplex virus, already present in the mother's blood before the VZV infection, also increased because of the close relationship of the virus to VZV. Similar to the VZV antibodies, these antibodies did not increase in the baby as in the mother. Our results show that maternal antibodies are not transferred rapidly to the baby, and therefore it seems reasonable, that in the case of chickenpox at the time of delivery, the birth should be delayed, not only until seroconversion in the mother's blood, but - if possible - a few days longer.